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TRANSCRIPT FOLLOWS: QUOTE: 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, ARE YOU MAKING PROGRESS NOW WOULD YOU SAY? 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: I HAD USEFUL TALKS IN EGYPT AND I REPORTED 
ABOUT THOSE TALKS AS WELL AS ABOUT MY CONVERSATIONS IN SYRIA TO 
THE ISRAELI NEGOTIATING TEAM. WE HAD A VERY CONSTRUCTIVE 
DISCUSSION THIS EVENING. AS YOU KNOW, THE ISRAELI CABINET IS 
MEETING TOMORROW, AND AFTER THAT WE WILL MEET AGAIN WITH THE 
ISRAELI NEGOTIATING TEAM. WE WILL LEAVE FOR EGYPT PROBABLY FIRST 
THING MONDAY MORNING. 

Q. HOW CLOSE ARE YOU TO AN AGREEMENT? 
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SECRETARY KISSINGER: I DO NOT WANT TO MEASURE DISTANCES, BUT WE 
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ARE CONTINUING TO MAKE PROGRESS AND THE DIFFICULTIES CONTINUE TO 
BE REMOVED. WE HAVE ENCOUNTERED NO UNEXPECTED OBSTACLES UP TO 
NOW. 

Q. DID YOU WRAP UP SOME ADDITIONAL POINTS TONIGHT? 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: WE WENT OVER SOME ADDITIONAL POINTS TONIGHT, 
YES. AFTER THE ISRAELI NEGOTIATING TEAM HAS STUDIED THEM, THEY 
WILL GIVE US THEIR ANSWER TOMORROW. 

Q. WHERE WERE THE TALKS HELD THIS EVENING? WERE THEY IN TEL AVIV? 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: I TELL YOU THE TRUTH I DO NOT KNOW 
EXACTLY WHERE THEY WERE HELD. (LAUGHTER) 

Q. WOULD YOU PLEASE PURSUE YOUR TALKS WITH PRESIDENT ASAD? 


SECRETARY KISSINGER: I THINK NO, EXCEPT WE REVIEWED THE WHOLE 
CONTEXT OF NEGOTIATIONS AND THE PROBLEMS OF AN OVERALL PEACE 
SETTLEMENT. I THINK YOU BETTER TAKE OVER (TO FOREIGN MINISTER 
ALLON). 

FONMIN ALLON: THE ISREALI NEGOTIATING TEAM AND 

DR. KISSINGER AND HIS COLLEAGUES MANAGED TO COMBINE PLEASURE AND 
BUSINESS TONIGHT. WE HAD A GOOD DINNER AND WE TALKED. AFTER 
LISTENING TO THE REPORT WHICH DR. KISSINGER GAVE US ABOUT HIS 
IMPRESSIONS FROM ALEXANDRIA AND DAMASCUS, WE COULD CLARIFY 
FURTHER THE PROBLEMS THAT ARE CONNECTED WITH THE POSSIBLE INTERIM 
AGREEMENT. AND I COULDN'T BUT SUPPORT WHAT DR. KISSINGER TOLD 
YOU JUST NOW THAT WE ARE MAKING PROGRESS, AND EVERY ADDITIONAL 
MEETING BRINGS US CLOSER TO HOPEFUL RESULTS. BUT WE HAD A 
BRIEF MEETING TONIGHT AND TOMORROW AFTER THE WEEKLY CABINET 
SESSION WE WILL MEET AGAIN WITH THE AMERICAN TEAM. WE 
ASKED DR. KISSINGER TO POSTPONE HIS VISIT TO OTHER COUNTRIES 
UNTIL WE HAVE HAD SUFFICIENT TIME TO DISCUSS PREVIOUS POINTS AS 
WELL AS THE NEW ONES. BY TOMORROW AFTERNOON WE WILL BE ABLE TO 
CONTINUE OUR TALKS. 
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Q: MR. ALLON, ARE YOU STILL TALKING ABOUT A THREE- YEAR 
AGREEMENT? I MEAN IS THAT STILL OUT IN THE OPEN? 

FOREIGN MINISTER ALLON: WELL, I THINK THIS IS A BASIC MISTAKE 
USING THIS TERMINOLOGY. I BELIEVE THAT THE AGREEMENT WILL BE 
VALID UNTIL IT IS SUPERCEDED BY ANOTHER AGREEMENT. THESE LIMITA- 
TIONS OF YEARS ARE CONNECTED MORE THE THE PROBLEMS OF THE 
RENEWAL OF THE MANDATES BUT NOT OF THE LENGTH OF THE 
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AGREEMENT. THE DURATION IS UNLIMITED, NAMELY THAT WE SHALL MAKE 
THE EFFORT TO ACHIEVE A BETTER AGREEMENT LATER ON, SO THIS WILL 
REMAIN IN POWER UNTIL ITS BEING SUPERCEDED BY ANOTHER ONE. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY, DID YOU RAISE THE POSSIBILITY OF AN INTERIM 
AS SETTLEMENT WITH MR. ASAD IN SYRIA? 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: WE DISCUSSED THE GENERAL CONTEXT OF 
NEGOTIATIONS, —OF VARIOUS POSSIBILITIES. BUT ONE INTERIM 
NEGOTIATION IS ALL THAT MY COLLEAGUES AND I ARE CAPABLE OF HAND- 
LING. 

Q: DID YOU HAVE THE FEELING THAT YOUR TALKS WITH MR. ASAD 
WOULD HAVE ANY EFFECT ON THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR AN INTERIM 
SETTLEMENT IN SINAI? 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: WELL. I HAD USEFUL TALKS WITH PRESIDENT 
ASAD. AND I CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT WE CAN MAKE PROGRESS 
TOWARDS A SINAI SETTLEMENT. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE AGREEMENT ON AMERICAN PRESENCE IN SINAI? 

FORMIN ALLON: WE ARE STILL DISCUSSING IT WITH AMERICA. IT IS 
AN IMPORTANT ITEM. THERE ARE A FEW REMAINING IMPORTANT 
ITEMS. WE WILL TELL YOU ABOUT THEM. 

KISSINGER 
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